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This collection of papers contains a useful over-
view of wood preservation. It is the second in
this ACS series. The first, Wood Deterioration
and Preservation: Advances in our changing
world, focused on recent research in the field.
This second volume is more general and more
practical in its coverage of the subject.

It begins with a comprehensive summary of how
wood is degraded in service, highlighted by a
good chapter on weathering from Phil Evans.
Some current issues in the testing of the dura-
bility of wood products are then touched upon,
including a helpful chapter on the testing of
wood plastic composites by Glenn Larkin and
Peter Laks. There is a special section on mold,
which seems slightly out of proportion in this
book but which is justified by the recent empha-
sis by the public on mold issues. Wood preser-
vative systems are then reviewed at some length.
There is a comprehensive summary of current
and emerging chemical treatments. There is also
a section on nonbiocidal treatments, which in-
cludes Holger Militz’s nice overview of heat-

treatment. One of the most useful sections in the
book is the discussion of the registration and
standardization of preservatives. The final sec-
tion on trends in wood preservation in various
parts of the world provides a fitting conclusion
to this book. Mike Barnes’s contribution on
trends in North America is nicely written and
includes some history of wood preservation.

This compilation will make a nice reference
book. It covers the spectrum of issues related to
commercial wood preservation and includes
summaries of issues that are difficult to find
elsewhere (eg relating to registration and ap-
proval). The reader will gain a good sense of the
current methods for wood protection and issues
of concern for the future.

There are some weaknesses. The title, especially
the subtitle, is not an accurate description of the
contents. The book would be more correctly de-
scribed as an overview of wood preservation that
includes discussion of wood deterioration, wood
preservative methods and their development,
and future trends in wood protection. There is
also some overlap among the chapters, which
presumably is difficult to avoid in this type of
collection. However, the biggest problem is the
poor copy editing. Spel Cehcker! The many er-
rors distracted this reviewer from what is other-
wise a fine collection of papers from many of the
top people working in wood preservation sci-
ence and technology today.
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