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LETTEK TO THE EDITOR OF IVOOD Ah'D F l R E R  

1301) Hoylc's "The Vic,\v From Here" in tion for their ability to solve technological 
Wood ant! Fiber 3(3) on the \vood technolo- problems. 
gist and his stagnant status sp~irrcd my 4 )  111 thc prescr~t ciivironmc~ltally ori- 
jottii~g down sonic thoughts on lris situation. c~ntecl socicty, wood. looms large in imgor- 
Allow me first to 1)ric.fly note, sc\~brnl points talicc. as a ~lnt~iral  rcsowcc-a rctlcrculjle 
Uol) made: r('so1lrcc. 

1 ) Closmr, of sc.vcral \vood s(,iencc ancl 
tctchi~ology programs of: lrigh calil~cr in our 
~mivc~rsitics has occnrrcd n;itliiu tlic, last five 
yctars. 

2 )  TIN. c,ngiilc,cri~lg conmillnitv has paid 
\cant col~structi\rc attention to wood as a 

f reliabl(, ~n~ltcrial of construction Forestry 
schools liavcl 1)cc.n rcsuonsil)lc for the only 
substantial programs that prcpnrc, pcople 
nith l~ackgrollnds in the mate~.ials tech- 
 lol logy ot the, wood and filler iildu5try. 

3 )  The \voocl and filwr intlustrv still 
cloes11't know wlrnt a wootl technologist is. 

3 )  No progress has 1 ) ( ~ . 1 r  madc 1,y SWST 
or FPRS i l l  providing tllc lvood tc~ch~~ologist 
\vith recognition as a professional in thc 
wood i~idustry. 

5 )  SWST is s~rlall ill tnc1nl)c~rsliip and 
tllo pril)lic relations jol, on the tinpc>~.t.tance 
ot  wood t(~c1111oIoqy to the \vood iildtistry 
15 1)ig. 

To suggc,st t h ~ t  1 11,lvc. solutions for 
rc>cognition of wood tc~clruologi\ts is vain, 
but I \uggcst c~uploratio~~ of tllct tollo\ving 
itc,ms: 

I ) Ii(,cogl~izc, thiit w.ood sc.ic,~icc> and 
tc~chiiology is basicnlly a n~atc)rials science. 
specialty. 

2 )  Wood scic111cc a i d  tcc*linology crrrric- 
ulr~lns contaii~ nlost c,lcmrnts of gencral 

\ r scic,~~cc, and cnginccri~~g clirricltla. 
3 )  Engi~rec,rs gc~nc~raIizc. thcir traini~ig in 

1 
scvcral arcas-civil, c,lcctrical, ~ncclaanical, 
and cllc>mic:ll--and Ilavc. attai1rc.d rccogni- 

A directed conclu5ion of thi5 is that I 
l~elievc a stl~clcllt l)asicc~lly trailled in en- 
gineering or science, of all inaterials with a 
specialty ill wood \.rri l l  bring a broader out- 
look to thc wood industry. Hc would also 
have thr, 1)rcadth of education to cna1)lc him 
to be gainfully c,rnploycd in  other indltstrics 
so that more choicc,s of a vocation arc, open 
to h i n ~  as a rr:sult of his education. This 
alone \vould n~atcrially strengtlic.11 his bar- 
gairiilig position and prestige. 

A wood tc,chnologist as a spcci;~lty of 
engineering! Heresy, you say! I srlggest 
that an altcrnativc. educational p:ltb for 
1~7ood tc~chnologists is possible. Whc-ther it 
is dcsirnble is arguable. The need to mini- 
mize enviromirci~tal effects in the c,onver- 
sion of r~attiral resources will s o o ~ ~  show 
wood product\ in a most promising light. 
If engii~cering nlatc~ials sciencr, curri(w1mns 
did not wish to include the study ol wood 
as a construction inaterial in thc past, the 
tirnc is ripe  no^! If a nlcrger is po$siblc, 
both the n~a t~ r i a l s  science and ~vood scipncc 
prograins will gain. 

One colild go oil to cxaminc the I~roadcr 
implications to the Society of Wood Sciencr 
and Technology. I will refrail1 and trust 
that this provides ertough fruit for tl-)ought 
on tllc future training of thc wood scientist 
and tc~chnologist. 

Yo11 guessed it; I'm a 1,iascd cwgiilcer! 
E. L. SCHAFFEH 




